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Henry Bullock
and the Double
Consciousness

Evolving debates over 
Black education during 
the Civil Rights Era

Objects in this case show how a new 
generation of Black intellectuals 

conceived of Black education 
against the background of the 
civil rights movement.
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Henry Bullock, the first African American to hold a 
permanent faculty position at UT, taught in the History 
and Sociology departments from 1968 to 1971. Following 
a Ph.D. in Sociology, Henry Bullock wrote several 
influential books on education, prejudice, and society, 
including A History of Negro Education in the South, 
which won the Bancroft Prize in 1968.

As exemplified in the Daedalus article, Bullock 
criticized Black colleges for pursuing an assimilationist 
model and thereby failing to serve students who, in his 
view, needed a double consciousness of both hegemonic 
"WASP" culture and the students' own Black culture. 

This critique developed a longstanding anti-assimilationist 
argument represented, for instance, in Carter 
Woodson’s influential The Mis-Education of the Negro, 
published in 1933. Appointed partly in response to UT 
students' demands for courses in Black studies, Bullock 
founded an Ethnic studies program combining African 
American and Mexican American perspectives. As an 
undergraduate at Virginia Union, Bullock took his 
degree in social sciences and Latin.

Austin American-Statesman, March 19th, 1970
"The Black College and the New Black Awareness", 
Daedalus, 1971

Recognizing the potency of similar movements in campuses across the country, one 
Black student group at UT, "Afro-Americans for Black Liberation", formulated a set 
of demands to address the needs of the Black student community

The Rag, March 1969

“State, citizenship”
The Latin term highlighted here can refer both to 
the citizenship status of a free individual as well as 
the citizen body regarded as a single community. 
The civil rights era saw a continuing struggle to 
make education meet the needs of diverse 
communities and thereby to incorporate individual 
differences as part of a unified society. 
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